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MY PATH TO TEACHING AND STANYS 

Like many high school grads, my path to a career was a winding one.  My dream 
was to be a veterinarian and ended up with my second love Wildlife Biology major 
at Cornell University.  By the time I graduated, the job market had evolved, and I 
spent some time working part time for Cornell Cooperative Extension in Ithaca 
before returning to Utica. I spent a few years drifting from one job to another and 
was a daytime bartender at a local hot spot and tutoring geometry for an affluent 
family when the pay phone rang.  It was the Utica City School District calling to 
see if I was interested in a long-term sub position for 7th and 8th grade sciences at 
a K-8 building. They had heard that I was a science major. The old boys’ network 
was working at its best. My boss and friend gave me the boot immediately to go 
for the interview. I took the position and taught 8th grade Introductory Physical 
Science (inquiry before we had the term) with no teaching experience, but I was 
fortunate that the principal was a former science teacher, and he was very patient, 
encouraging and trusting (an alcohol burner and a mohair sweater are not a good 
mix). 

In my late 20’s, I found myself returning to school to get an MSED at Cortland and 
regularly substitute teaching. An opening occurred at my alma mater, Utica Free 
Academy, so I began teaching at 30 years old with some of my former teachers 
and certifications in Biology, Earth Science, Chemistry and Intermediate Science. 
After only 3 years, I was transferred to one of the middle schools, and my 
introduction to Mohawk Valley Science Teachers and STANYS began. My 
department head, Matt Vitucci, invited me to be his guest at a speaker and dinner 
event that Mohawk Valley Science Teachers held at Mohawk Valley Community 
College, and I was hooked!! 

How did I become an Earth Science teacher? It tuns out that too many 
certifications are not always good. I lived in fear for my entire career, that they 
would discover I was certified in chemistry. It turned out that when the Earth 



Science Regents Accelerated teacher moved to a different school district, “I was 
it”. I was very anxious but happy about the opportunity and learned with my 
students. I eventually transferred to Thomas R.  Proctor High School, Utica and 
finished my teaching career there. 

Networking was always important and without it my development as an Earth 
Science teacher would not have occurred. STANYS and NYS Mentor Ginnie 
Perino also a Fellow transformed me into an Earth Science Teacher. I have always 
attended professional development like Project WILD, DataStreme, 
Paleontological Research Institute, Earth Science Network Meetings, Great Lakes 
Sea Grant etc.  Over the many years, I shared my experiences and knowledge 
through many workshops for teachers of all levels and for young children through 
local BOCES, colleges, STANYS, Children’s Museum, Utica and Center State 
Teachers’ Centers and now for teaching retired learners for Mohawk Valley 
Institute for Learning in Retirement.  Project Willd, Utica Marsh, Use of 
Microscopes with protists to Fossils Lie, Fathers of Geology to East Africa Rift are 
some of the varied topics.  

My commitment to STANYS and science led me on a path of Chairperson, 
Director, Treasurer, and Intermediate, Earth Science and Retiree SAR which 
included planning events, workshops, hospitality room, recruitment of SARS and 
members and literally copying and pasting together quarterly newsletters.  

In retirement, I was recruited and encouraged to become the Conference 
Publication Chairperson, a position that I was well suited for from editing and 
proofing publications for AMSCO and PRI and assisting in revision and creation of 
the Oneida BOCES elementary science kits. Conference Publication Chair was an 
opportunity to promote the conference that I was passionate about and to nourish 
my creative and organizational sides. I am very proud of the covers that were 
developed to reflect the conference theme and even spotlighted some of my 
photography, and the collecting of all important information about the conference.  
My experience working at estate sales is now being used at the STANYS 
Conference Store for the next few years. 

In the 10 years of retirement, I have continued to pay it forward. I have been 
privileged and instrumental in awarding 1000’s of scholarships to seniors in 
Herkimer and Oneida Counties as President of Utica Dollars for Scholars. The 
volunteer organization has been expanding for years as a member of Scholarship 



America and partner with the local Community Foundation. I especially love 
reading goals essays and selecting STEM students. I hope to continue to have the 
stamina and patience to continue my volunteerism in the future. 


